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Although it is undoubtedly going to be a challenge, I hope everyone manages to enjoy the next 2 weeks 

and I look forward to our home learning journey restarting on Monday April 20th. Thank you for your 

support over what has been a unique term! 

 

Stars of the week 

Once again this week it was very difficult for the teachers to choose their stars of the week due to the 

amazing amounts of high quality home learning that has been uploaded to the children’s Seesaw accounts. 

The stars of the week are: Aurelia and Isabelle (Rowan Class), Jaelen and Felix M. (Oak Class) Rose and Bella 

(Willow Class) and Archie (Chestnut Class). 

 

Well done to you all. I look forward to seeing pictures of your celebrations at home! 

 

Easter Birthdays 

We have lots of birthdays coming up over the next 2 weeks. In my assembly today I will be saying ‘happy 

birthday’ to Bella H, Freya, Felix, Rosa, Ava, Logan and Rebecca. I hope you all manage to have super 

birthdays; despite the difficult times we are living in! 

 

Virtual Walking Bus 

I have really enjoyed finding out the creative ways in which the children have been staying active over the 

last 2 weeks and the number of virtual journeys on the walking bus each day has been remarkable. In my 



assembly today I was pleased to award the first virtual badges to the children who have uploaded 

something to the walking bus every day in the last 2 weeks. Well done to Adam, Aneri, Bella H, Bella M, 

Caleb, Ellie, Esme, Felix M, Felix R, Hazel, Jaelen, James, Jaxson, Joseph, Logan, Rebecca, and Rowan. The 

virtual walking bus will be starting again after the Easter break and I am looking forward to awarding more 

badges as the children reach their target of 10 journeys in 30 days. 

 

 

Home Learning 

As I write this newsletter we have had 1849 posts to Seesaw, 2410 comments and 446 visits by family 

members in the past 7 days. That is an amazing result for such a small school. I cannot overstate how 

important it is that your children keep up with the work that is being set on Seesaw by their teachers, as 

best you can. When we eventually get back to school it will have really helped them stay on track with their 

learning. Here are just some of the uploads to Seesaw that have caught my eye this week. 

 



Virtual Pet Show 

Those of you with older children may have experienced one or more of our school pet shows, which we 

have been running every 2 years in recent times. These have been wonderful community events and I know 

that the children were very much looking forward to one taking place at the start of the summer term this 

year. Due to events beyond our control this is not going to be possible, but we wanted to make the best 

of the situation by running a ‘virtual’ pet show.  

 

So, over the Easter break you will find various categories that your child can enter set up as activities on 

Seesaw. To enter a category all they will have to do is submit a picture or video of their pet and an 

explanation of why their pet should win a rosette. The judging will take place on the second day of the 

summer term, Tuesday 21st April, and the winners will be announced that day. I look forward to receiving 

your entries! 

 

Childcare 

Although school will continue to be closed to the vast majority of children for the foreseeable future, we 

remain open to provide childcare for children of parents who are considered to be ‘critical workers’ in terms 

of the fight against COVID-19. If you consider your role to be critical, and that there is no way your child 

can remain safely at home, please contact us at least 24 hours before any childcare is needed, which will 

give us enough time to ascertain if we are able to offer a place. Additionally, if you are offered a place but 

find that you are able to make arrangements for your child to stay at home instead, please let us know as 

early as possible (preferably by 9pm the day before) so that staff do not have to make unnecessary journeys 

outside their homes. 

 

If we are able to offer a place, we will be following the Government guidelines for implementing social 

distancing in education and childcare settings. Further information about how this will impact any children 

attending a childcare session will be given to parents who make a successful application. 

 

Easter Songs 

The teachers and I have really enjoyed hearing the children’s recordings of themselves singing The 

Chocolate Song on Seesaw this week. If you haven’t spotted it you can find the words and music in 

‘activities’. Not being able to have our Easter Service this week has been sad, and I know how much the 

children enjoy singing ‘Spring Chicken’ too, so I have some good news for you. The company who publish 

‘Spring Chicken’ have added this song in their free home learning resources, along with many of their other 

songs. You can find the whole list by clicking here. Look in Week 2 ’Fun Friday’! 

 

https://www.outoftheark.co.uk/ootam-at-home/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Important%20Update%20From%20Out%20Of%20The%20Ark%20Music%20-%20non%20subscribers&utm_content=Important%20Update%20From%20Out%20Of%20The%20Ark%20M


 
 

Download the guide here 

From the Office of the Children’s Commisioner: 

 

“We know many children will be anxious or worried 

about the coronavirus outbreak and that many will 

have questions about everything that is happening at 

the moment. We have put together a short guide to 

help explain to children, in language they can 

understand, some of the issues surrounding 

coronavirus. Thousands of people have downloaded 

the guide already or shared it on social media - so 

please do share with parents or groups you know if you 

find it useful. We have also created a page full of 

advice, information, suggestions and resources for 

parents, educators and other professionals who work 

with children, to help during the pandemic.” 

 

 

Childline Calm Zone 

Many children and adults have times when they find it tricky to stay calm. Childline have launched a new 

area of their website to help. Their Calm Zone includes: 

 

 Activities 

 Breathing Exercises 

 Expressing Yourself 

 Yoga Videos 

 Games 

 Ways to cope videos 

 

and is free to use at:  

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/ 

 

Safeguarding is everybody’s business. 

 

If you are worried about a child or young person who could be in danger, please contact: 

 

Children’s Social Care on 0300 123 2224 or by email at childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

or the contact the police directly by dialling 101 and they will discuss with Children’s Social Care. 

 

In an emergency always contact the police by dialling 999. 

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/?utm_source=Children's+Commissioner+for+England&utm_campaign=55b235e7e4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_31_04_29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e06e44c59-55b235e7e4-14624421
https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=5c816824f4&e=8d80fb6204
https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=e612d2d1ad&e=8d80fb6204
mailto:childrens@somerset.gov.uk,or

