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Dear Parents,

I hope you have all had an enjoyable and peaceful summer break. The staff and I are looking
forward to welcoming the children back to school for the new academic year on Monday 7th

September.

In the meantime, I thought it would be useful if I wrote to you to remind you of some of the key
points relating to how we will be operating as a school throughout this ongoing pandemic, as
well as to update you on some developments that have occurred since the end of July.

I am hopeful that this letter, alongside the guidance we have already published as a school, will
give you confidence that we will be keeping your children safe whilst maintaining the quality of
their education we provide in these unusual times.

Our risk assessment for full reopening can be found in the letters page of our website and it
contains a full list of measures that we have put in place to keep maintain the highest possible
standards of safety within school. These measures include:

- New arrangements for the start and end of the school day
- Restrictions in terms of adults allowed on the school site
- Children to wear trainers to school every day
- Staggered playtimes and lunchtimes, ensuring that all class bubbles are kept apart.
- Small adaptations to the classroom environments

I would encourage you to re-read our risk assessment and if you have any questions regarding
the measures outlined in it, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Further to our own planning, during the summer break a number of Somerset schools
undertook a scenario planning exercise with public health to look at how organisations will need
to react in the event of suspected or confirmed cases.

I thought it would be useful to share the following information with you so that, if a case arises
we can all work together to follow the advice from Public Health England.



Scenario 1: a suspected case

- If the symptoms arise at home, the child should stay at home.
- If the symptoms arise at school, the child will be isolated and you will be asked to come

and collect them as soon as possible.
- You should then request an immediate test and the child should remain at home for 10

days.
- All other members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days or until a negative test

result is known.
- If the result is negative, the student can return to school when well and the household

can leave the house.
- All other children, except those in the household, should attend school until the test

result is known.
- If the test result is positive, we move to the next scenario.

Scenario 2: a confirmed case

- The child with the positive test should remain at home for at least 10 days from the day
that symptoms started. If they remain unwell, they should continue to stay at home.

- The household of that child should self-isolate for 14 days from the day that symptoms
started. If any other member becomes ill, they should request a test.

- We will work with the local health protection team to identify all of the close contacts of
that pupil. This will include pupils in the same class and other individuals that they have
had close contact with.

- All close contacts will be asked to self-isolate at home for 14 days. This will include
teachers as well as pupils.

- Pupils who are isolating will be set work using Seesaw.
- Households of the contacts sent home do not need to self-isolate unless an individual in

that household develops symptoms.

Scenario 3: more than one confirmed case

- Any individual with a positive test should isolate for 10 days.
- The household members of any positive test should self-isolate for 14 days.
- All close contacts will be sent home for 14 days
- Where pupils are asked to self-isolate at home, student work will be set using Seesaw.
- We will work closely with the local health protection team to help identify those infected

and to plan for the appropriate steps. This could include a mobile testing unit being
placed on site.

Whilst we hope that none of these scenarios occur, it is important to have plans in place to deal
with them if necessary.

Given the ongoing state of the COVID-19 pandemic, it remains very important that the children
continue to follow the hygiene guidance that they have been given; this will be emphasised to



them at the start of the term. Likewise, it is important that the children are aware of the need to
remain within their ‘bubble’ at school to reduce the number of ‘contacts’ that they have.

Together with this letter, you will find a letter from the Local Authority and a very helpful flow
diagram that sets out the scenarios referred to above.

Alongside the need to maintain an environment which minimises the risk from COVID-19 and
the need to have procedures to follow in the event of positive cases, we are of course aware of
the need for continuity of education. Our experiences during the summer term have proved
invaluable in terms of the provision we are going to be putting in place from next week, and
although we remain bound by COVID-19 protocols I am confident that ‘The Wookey Way’ will
continue to thrive when the children return next week.

Yours Faithfully,

Andrew Marsh
Headteacher


