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Welcome Back Everyone! 

It was lovely to have the children back with us this week. I only saw happy faces on Monday when I greeted 

them at the gate and regular trips into the classes through the week have shown that they are definitely 

enjoying being back at school! 

 

The teachers are adjusting their expectations in terms of the national curriculum that is being covered the 

moment, and spending a lot of time focusing on the social side of school as the children readjust to being 

back with their friends and peers. This means things like  

• adjusting to being around lots of people again 

• getting used to a more formal timetable and the pace of learning in a typical day 

• listening to and following verbal instructions 

• re-establishing expectations around school values, particularly those of engagement and 

independence 

We cannot underestimate how challenging the children are likely to find it is to adapt to being back in 

school over the next few weeks. We have seen them getting tired quickly and we would be foolish to expect 

that everything will go completely smoothly. It has been such a long time since they were all together, and 

I am sure there will be a few mistakes and poor choices along the way. When this does happen, we will be 

sympathetic but firm in our response - please allow the teachers to deal with any incidents appropriately 

within school, as we would usually do. 

Obviously, ensuring that the children have a positive return to school has been our priority, and the biggest 

factor in this has been what is going on in the classrooms. However, we cannot ignore the major logistical 

challenges that have been involved in getting them into their classrooms in the first place. 

Procedures at the start and end of the day seem to be working well, with only a small tweak needed for 

next week to make things run even more smoothly. From Monday, parents collecting children on foot from 

the Castle Lane gate will be asked to walk through the playground once they have done this and exit the 

site from the main road gate. This will create a one-way system for families who are walking and minimise 

contact once children have been collected. 



It seems busier at the end of the day than it did after our first lockdown, as we are really conscious of the 

need to make the most of every minute of the school day. Luckily, we are blessed with a very supportive 

(and patient) group of parents who are doing everything they can to help with arrangements for drop-off 

and pick up. Thank you for understanding that there might be a bit of queueing to get into the car park, 

particularly on wet days, we couldn't do this without you! 

 

WE WILL BE FUNDRAISING FOR COMIC RELIEF ON FRIDAY. 

THE CHILDREN CAN COME TO SCHOOL WEARING RED WITH 

A MINIMUM DONATION OF £1 

 

Wellies 

Thank you to everyone who has sent their children into school with a pair of wellies this week. As I 

mentioned previously, we are planning to do lots of gardening this term. There are two main reasons for 

this: 

 

• To cover a significant part of the science curriculum in a practical, engaging way. 

• To allow the children to benefit from the positive mental health aspects of gardening. 

 

If you have any spare wellies at home that your children have grown out of, we would really appreciate 

donations so that all the children are able to take part in these sessions. Thank you. We are also in desperate 

need of space saving storage solutions for them whilst they are in school. If any parent has a contact who 

might be able to make us some ‘welly racks’ (see below) then we would really appreciate it! 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

Safeguarding is everybody’s business. 

If you are worried about a child or young person who could be in danger, please contact: 

 

Children’s Social Care on 0300 123 2224 or by email at childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

or the contact the police directly by dialling 101 and they will discuss with Children’s Social Care. 

 

In an emergency always contact the police by dialling 999. 
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